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Violations of human rights.

We strictly condemn the unlegal and arbitrary arrestings and other
violations of human rights by your side in Iragi Kurdistan.

KOMINFORM international
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One can only condemn the armed attack on the Independent Women's Organization and
the Women's Protection Center. If left unstopped, these regressive and male chauvinist

mentality attacks will open the way for unlimited oppression and killings against women.

The detainment of these threatened women under the ruthless forces of the PUK will
increase the threat on their lives, and will leave them exposed to the direct assaults of
their prison guards.

It is difficult to fathom why anyone would place pregnant women, children and their
mothers in such a situation. Just exactly what are the PUK fighting for? It seems to me
that the people have Kurdistan have enough outside problems to be spending their time
harrassing women.

I urge you to correct this situation as soon as possible.
Sincerely,

David Bleakney

National Union Representative
Canadian Union of Postal Workers
377 Bank Street

Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Y3

Phone: 613-236-7230 ext 7953

Fax: 613-563-7861

MDA §)dided iy dd a0yl (Sl pdd 993
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From: Dave Bleakney
To: <puk@puk.org>
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2000 6:12 PM
Subject: FW: Urgent

Dear PUK representative:

On Friday, July 21 and armed force of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) entered
the Women's Protection centre in Suleimaniyah. PUK troops ordered an evacuation.
Eventually the women's centre was shut down completely while documents were
removed.

This shelter was safeguarding twelve women from desparate cases of "honour killings",
In addition, five children were also present.The occupents and staff of the centre were all
detained.

When some women activists raised the issue of "honour killings" the PUK denounced
any responsibility for their safety, even after removing them from a shelter. These
women and their children were separated from the other and were taken to an unknown
destination, | understand the women who are threatened by honor killings are now
detainees of the PUK forces.

Their names are as follows:

. Kajal Jamal accompanied by her 2 children
. Surma Rasool Mina

. Leila Ismail

. Nian Ali Ahmed accompanied by her 2 children
. Asmar Abdullah (pregnant)

. Shoukhan Saleh (pregnant)

. Bayan

. Chiman

. Zeman accompanied by 1 child

10. Badriya Rasool

11. Basoz Abdullah

12. Aisha

O©COoO~NOoO OIS, WN PR




103 ey 538 3 ool &33Oy ey 4555 3 9 G50 & Gl 102
. . . . . o IS 95 /IukGal3L § AL gy A G5 (ol ipuuli A (S i l3055 Gdald
This attack followed a series of aggravations planned in order to eliminate activity in ¢ .
these centers; services of electricity, water supply and telephone lines were shut down 2000/7/28 &ge53)
first, and then armed forces broke into them and forced every body outside. The residence LS ilaidos 1S s

of Nasik Ahmed (a woman activist and the principal of IWO) was also attacked and one
of the security guards was killed.

Simultaneously, the PUK attacked political opposition groups, and surrounded the
Worker Communist Party of Iraq (WCPI) base, a series of aggression that ended with
killing 6 members and arresting 30.
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Colleen Burke
Secretary,
WILPF Toronto Branch
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The Center for Protection of Women, which was broken into by armed forces of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan on 21 July, is the first of its kind in Northern Iraq and has
saved the lives of countless women fleeing honor killings and political violence. The
armed force ordered everybody to evacuate both centers within half an hour without
further clarification of the reasons. The PUK forces eventually shut down the IWO center
and the women's shelter WPC and confiscated all their materials.

This women's shelter was currently keeping and safeguarding 12 women and five of their
children from desperate cases of "honor killings." These women, their children, the staff
and activists of both centers were detained in the PUK Security Quarters for a short
period, followed by a decision to set everybody free, in spite of their knowledge that these
women were threatened to be killed by their own relatives for honor reasons. When the
women activists raised the issue, the PUK officials denounced their responsibility of these
women's lives; they separated these women and their children from the others and took
them to an unknown destination.

The women who are threatened by honor killings are now detainees of the PUK forces
are: Kajal Jamal (accompanied by her 2 children); Surma Rasool Mina; Leila Ismail;
Nian Ali Ahmed (accompanied by her 2 children); Asmar Abdullah (pregnant); Shoukhan
Saleh (pregnant); Bayan; Chiman; Zeman accompanied by 1 child; Badriya Rasool; Basoz
Abdullah and Aisha.
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National Assembly against racism (Liza) / Worker International (Dot) / The
committee of refugees from turkey (Llhen ) / South work day center (E.G) /
Iournalist middle east (N. Asos)/CARF(Aurn) / Federation of Iraqi refugees-
Conventry (H. Lokman)/ federation of Iranian refugees (B. Soroush)/IFIR-
Britain (D. Jamal)/National civil rights movement (N. horum) / N.C.R.M (H.

Mohamaed) / B.C.R.M (S.D)/ S.D.C (Esegul.G. Sterhen)-----)
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