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Done PCS Letter to Kurdish Authori... [I]

Public and Commercial Services Union | pcs.org.uk ’DCS

* by email * : karwan.jamal@gov.krd

Kurdish Authorities
KRG

2 Hobart Place
Belgravia

London

SW1W 0HU

November 18 2020
Dear Sirs,

RELEASE OF IRAQI KURDISH JOURNALIST AND ALL
DETAINED PROTESTERS

On behalf of the members of the Public & Commercial
Services Union (PCS), we call on the Iragi Kurdish
authorities to immediately release Sherwan Sherwani,
editor in chief of the monthly magazine Bashur. Sherwani
has publicly supported demonstrations in the region against
poverty, been a vocal supporter of civil servants who have
not been paid for the many months; and was arrested at his
home in Erbil. Although due to be released on 4 October,
he still remains in custody.

We hear from reports that the situation and conditions of life
in the Kurdish region in Irag continue to deteriorate; people
can no longer bear the conditions, and protests have
emerged in several cities.

PCS wishes to express our support for the Kurdish people’s
human right for a reasonable standard of living, decent
wages and have access to life necessities.

We urge you to exert pressure on the ruling parties,
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) to ensure that they are held
responsible for the safety and security of all those detained
and to:

1 Immediately release the journalist Sherwan Sherwani
and all other detained protesters:
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RELEASE OF IRAQI KURDISH JOURNALIST AND ALL
DETAINED PROTESTERS

On behalf of the members of the Public & Commercial
Services Union (PCS), we call on the Iraqgi Kurdish
authorities to immediately release Sherwan Sherwani,
editor in chief of the monthly magazine Bashur. Sherwani
has publicly supported demonstrations in the region against
poverty, been a vocal supporter of civil servants who have
not been paid for the many months; and was arrested at his
home in Erbil. Although due to be released on 4 October,
he still remains in custody.

We hear from reports that the situation and conditions of life
in the Kurdish region in Iraq continue to deteriorate; people
can no longer bear the conditions, and protests have
emerged in several cities.

PCS wishes to express our support for the Kurdish people’s
human right for a reasonable standard of living, decent
wages and have access to life necessities.

We urge you to exert pressure on the ruling parties,
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) to ensure that they are held
responsible for the safety and security of all those detained
and to:

1 Immediately release the journalist Sherwan Sherwani
and all other detained protesters;

2. Recognise the people’s right of organising, protest
and demonstration, and freedom of expression in
Kurdistan.

3. Compensate those detained and their families.

Yours faithfully

MARK SERWOTKA ZITA HOLBOURNE
General tary National Vice Presi
& International Committee Chair




