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The Revolutionary Communist Group/FRFI
BCM Box 5909
London WC1N 3XX
7 March 2021
To the Kurdistan Regional Government
Representation in the United Kingdom
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We condemn the decision of the Criminal Court of Erbil on 16 February 2021 to
imprison Shirwan Shirwani, Gohdar Zebari, Shvan Sayed, Ayaz Karam and Hariwan
Essa. Their sentences are being appealed and we demand and anticipate their release
later this month. The five are accused of ‘undermining national security’. They were
said to have acted as ‘agents’, presumably for a foreign power. Their ‘crime’ was to
have reported protests held against the local administration that were held in
Kurdistan in October and December 2020. This is a politically motivated act of
repression that is intended to criminalise any dissent and to intimidate any opposition
to and criticism of the Kurdistan Regional Government and the Kurdistan
Democratic Party in particular.

The sentences must be overturned. We note that Amnesty International has both
condemned the judgement against the five accused and the conditions in which they
are being detained. It is intolerable to see the Kurdistan Regional Government
replicating the kind of measures that were used by regional powers for decades to
suppress Kurds now directed against its own people.

Yours faithfully

Trevor Rayne
For Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!

London Great Britain
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