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Worker-commumnist Party of Kurdistan U w

i ) 88 o S A BadS i (5090 0 (551 RS
To the unions and workers syndicates!
To the leftist and socialist organisations!
To all human rights organisations!
To the fr kers and ians!

This letter is to bring to your immediate attention a critical issue impacting the lives, livelihoods, and
fundamental rights of several million citizens in the Kurdistan Region of Irag. We urge you to fulfil your
international and humanitarian obligations to help mitigate the severe circumstances these individuals are
enduring.

The Kurdistan Region of Iraq, with a population of about 6 million, exhibits a significant economic dependence
on its regional government. The salaries of over 1.2 million pensioners and government employees support not
only themselves but also an estimated equal number of dependents. Consequently, the financial well-being of
almost half the region's population is directly tied to government payroll

As the end of July nears, a dispute between the central and regional governments has resulted in the non-
payment of May salaries for employees and pensioners. This delay exacerbates the financial hardship faced by
these individuals, as their income already places them below the poverty line. For instance, the average
pensioner's monthly salary is no more than $300. This is in stark contrast to the exorbitant costs of essential
services such as healthcare, municipal services, water, electricity, fuel, and social insurance.

For three months, a bitter dispute between the regional and central governments has left workers, government
employees, and pensioners in the Kurdistan Region without pay. This political conflict holds the lives of over 3
million low-income citizens hostage. The non-payment of salaries has paralysed the economy, leaving hundreds
of thousands of others facing destitution and hunger.

In addition to the harm inflicted on the people of the Kurdistan Region by both the regional and Baghdad
governments, the regional government's security forces controlled by the two dominant militia parties, the PUK
and the KDP have violently suppressed all forms of public dissent. This includes protests, strikes, and
demonstrations over unpaid salaries. Even media outlets covering these events have been subjected to attacks.

Two recent events highlight concerning In Erbil, a ion regarding a lack of electricity
resulted in the death of a man named Hassan and the physical assault of a lawyer. Separately, in Sulaymaniyah,
authorities pre-emptively detained several activists, among them Professor Ahmad of the University of
Sulaymaniyah, ahead of a planned protest.

‘We, the Abroad organisation outside the Worker-Communist Party, ask you to:

+  We call upon you to take immediate action by sending letters of protest to the embassies and consulates
of the Iraqi government and the offices of the regional government in Kurdistan. In your letters, you
must condemn the barbaric policy of starvation being used by both administrations and demand its
immediate termination. Furthermore, insist that all unpaid salaries to pensioners and government
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